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SCAD ALLIANCE PRINCIPLES GOVERNING RELATIONSHIPS WITH INDUSTRY & 
OTHER MISSION SUPPORTERS 

 

Overview 

The Spontaneous Coronary Artery Dissection Alliance (SCAD Alliance) and our supporters are committed 
to the highest ethical standards.  The SCAD Alliance believes that relationships with members of industry 
provide value when such relationships are ethically structured. Moreover, the SCAD Alliance’s 
relationships with industry will always be transparent and such industry support will have no influence 
on educational or scientific programs.   

The SCAD Alliance will, at all times, manage our relationships with industry and with all funders, 
responsibly, ethically and in the best interests of improving patient outcomes.  

Best Practices 

The SCAD Alliance has developed as series of internal practices designed to facilitate transparency and 
ensure adherence to ethical standards when collaborating with industry supporters.  These ongoing best 
practices include: 

1. Disclosure of all relationships with industry (RWI) and other funding entities that produce, 
market, distribute or re-sell heath care goods, services, or content related to patient care.  

2. Disclosure of all industry relationships on the SCAD Alliance website. 
3. Written and verbal disclosure of RWI at the beginning of each meeting related to clinical 

guidelines, whitepapers or registry related deliberations.  
4. Full disclosure of all grants received in support of all certified and non-certified continuing 

medical education (CME) and continuing education (CE)  
5. All individuals involved in or who influence the creation of educational content must disclose 

RWI’s relevant to their role as faculty, chairs, staff or leadership.   
6. Granting organizations or commercial interests are prohibited from any involvement in decision 

making regarding the design, implementation or evaluation of CME/CE activities.  Contact 
between SCAD Alliance staff and volunteers and funders will be limited to discussions 
concerning the SCAD Alliance’s overall strategic direction and synergies between the 
organizations.  

7. SCAD Alliance CME/CE planning committees are encouraged to seek multiple grantors for all 
CME/CE activities and to seek funding from other entities such as: 

a. Foundations 
b. Government 
c. Non-Health care commercial interests 



 
   

d. Payers 
e. Healthcare delivery systems 

8. All certified CME/CE will be peer reviewed by experts and members of the SCAD Alliance 
physician leadership. 

 

Principles of Government Grant /Foundation Support 

1. A written agreement with the grantor that accurately reflects the purpose and amount of the 
grant is required.   

2. Grant support must comply with all applicable local laws and regulations including those of the 
American Medical Association (AMA) Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America 
(PhRMA) and Advanced Medical Technology Association (AdvaMed) codes.  

3. The SCAD Alliance provides complete and timely disclosure of grant support on 
www.scadalliance.org  

4. Grant support will be used in a manner consistent with the SCAD Alliance strategic plan and 
mission as articulated by the SCAD Alliance’s executive and physician leadership. 

5. Legitimate grantor restrictions or conditions are permissible.  

Principles of Charitable Donations 

1. Charitable donations are to be used in a manner that is consistent with this SCAD Alliance 
mission and strategic plan.  

2. Legitimate donor advised or restricted donations are permissible 
3. Charitable donations are managed and reported in compliance with all applicable state and 

federal laws and regulations for 501 c 3 charities, including the IRS Internal Revenue Service 
code.  

Principles of Sponsorship and Research  

1. The SCAD Alliance recognizes a sponsorship to be an arrangement with industry, a company or 
organization that provides financial support to the SCAD Alliance in exchange for a value neutral 
acknowledgement that neither endorses nor identifies a sponsor’s products or services. 

2. The SCAD Alliance requires a written agreement with the sponsor which reflects the purpose of 
the sponsorship, the amount of the sponsorship and an agreed upon acknowledgement of the 
sponsorship.  

3. The sponsorship must comply with all applicable local laws and regulatory principles from the 
American Medical Association, the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America and 
the Advanced Medical Technology Association codes. 

4. The SCAD Alliance will provide complete and timely disclosure of sponsored support at 
www.scadalliance.org. 

5. Sponsorships will be consistent with the SCAD Alliance strategic plan, mission and vision.  
6. Sponsors are not involved in the tactical execution of the sponsored activity. 
7. The SCAD Alliance will independently determine how to acknowledge sponsor in a value neutral 

manner so as not to endorse or promote the sponsors product or service.  

Principles of iSCAD Registry Sponsorship and Research 

http://www.scadalliance.org/


 
   

The mission of the iSCAD Registry is to develop and maintain an independent, quality data repository to 
advance the pace and breadth of SCAD research around the world, toward the common goals of 
improving patient diagnosis and outcomes and accelerating scientific discovery. The iSCAD Registry is 
operated and governed independently of any outside industry involvement.  

1. All iSCAD Registry sponsorships are memorialized in writing and reflect the purpose, amount 
and the agreed upon acknowledgements.   

2. The preferred form of industry sponsorship is through philanthropy and unrestricted grants. 
3. All iSCAD registry sponsorships will include a “Data Use Agreement” which clearly memorializes 

the parameters of data utilization. 
4. The SCAD Alliance will not provide row level iSCAD data to any third party.  Instead, the 

leadership pf the iSCAD registry will conduct all requested data analyses and return the results 
to the requestor.  

5. The iSCAD Alliance provides complete and timely disclosure of sponsored support of the registry 
on www.scadalliance.org.  

6. Sponsored support will be utilized in a manner consistent with the SCAD Alliance mission, vision 
and strategic plan as articulated by the organization’s physician and executive leadership.   

7. Industry may support the registry operations through sponsorships, in promotion of participant 
enrollment marketing, or in product development  

8. Sponsorship shall not be of a drug class that would prohibit SCAD Alliance from seeking 
additional sponsorship from device and or drug manufacturers in the same class.   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 


